REMARKS 



Applicants thank the Examiner for indicating that claims 8-14 and 16-18 are directed to 
patentable subject matter. Applicants have canceled claims 1-7, 19 and 20 and amended claims 
8-1 8 to put base claim 8 in independent form and to conform the dependent claims to the 
amendments to claim 8, which is now directed solely to prior condition a3). 



Applicants also attach for the record a complete copy of JP 4-136856, the original of the 
Kumada reference on whose abstract the Examiner relied in the pending Action. 

Applicants also note block 12 of the Office Action Summary, which indicates that the 
certified copies of the priority documents have not been received. This application is a 371 of a 
PCT international application, so the certified copies should have been sent to the PTO by the 
International Bureau. Applicants request the Examiner to check the Office files on this point and 
acknowledge receipt of the certified copies. 

Early action allowing claims 8-18 is solicited. 

In the event that the transmittal letter is separated from this document and the Patent and 
Trademark Office determines that an extension and/or other relief is required, Applicants petition 
for any required relief including extensions of time and authorizes the Commissioner to charge 
the cost of such petitions and/or other fees due in connection with the filing of this document to 
Deposit Account No. 03-1952 referencing 360842008500 . 

Dated: November 1 7, 2004 




Barry E. Bretschneider 
Registration No. 28,055 
Morrison & Foerster LLP 



1650 Tysons Blvd, Suite 300 
McLean, Virginia 22102 
Telephone: (703) 760-7743 
Facsimile: (703) 760-7777 
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